
St Peter’s Church, Heversham  
 
Proposal to reconfigure the area of the churchyard where ashes are interred. 
 
Statement of Significance – Major projects 
 
Guidance on completing this form can be found on the Church Care website at 
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/statements-of-significance-need 
 
This document must be accompanied by the Standard Information Form 1A 
 
 
Section 1:  The church in its urban / rural environment. 
1.1 Setting of the Church  
How does the setting out of the church contribute to its landscape / townscape value and to its significance? 
St Peter’s Church Heversham is a much used building located at the heart of the village within the Heversham 
Conservation Area. It is conspicuous from the main village street both from north and south and from the 
crossroads to the east and west. It’s prominent position means that it is an important landscape feature in the 
local area. Nobody can be in any doubt that there is a Christian church in Heversham and has been for a very 
long time. It is generally in good condition and well maintained by a dedicated and competent team.  
The building is of considerable historic interest – it is the oldest Church in the original county of Westmorland 
and parts of the existing fabric date back to the 12th century. 
 
1.2 The Living Churchyard 
What is the significance of the natural heritage of the site? 
The Churchyard surrounds all sides of the Church with an extension to the NE where interments are currently 
made. A popular footpath crosses the Churchyard from the lychgate leading to the high ground of Heversham 
Head behind.  
The area to the S, between the Church and the road has been laid out with paved and gravel paths between 
areas of well kept grass, including the area where cremated remains are interred close to the Dallam Chapel 
entrance door. The war memorial designed by J F Curwen in the form of an Anglian cross on a stepped base is 
sited here. 
In 2010 Cumbria Wildlife Trust carried out a survey of the churchyard and found a good diversity of at least 50 
different plant species. The PCC works hard to conserve these plants and to extend the diversity. 
A recent initiative of the PCC has been to lay out a prayer walk in the churchyard and to produce a booklet to 
support the walk. The booklet identifies suggested prayer stations that focus on vegetation, views or memorial 
monuments 
The NE extension is well maintained with the grass regularly cut.  
The area to the N and E is allowed to grow more wildly but is cut three or four times a year.  
The Churchyard generally is in good condition. 
 
1.3 Social History  
What is the historic and present use of the church and churchyard by the congregation and wider community? 
How does this contribute to its significance? 
That the church has survived for so long is a testament to it’s use and mission. There has been constancy in the 
programme of rebuilding, renewal and extension since at least the C11th when the church appears in the 
historical record between 1050 and 1097. It was enlarged, almost doubled in size in the C13th. In the C14th 
and C15th much enlargement took place and the present vestry was built. Following the Great Fire of 1601 the 
parishioners rallied and the church was rebuilt and in good order by 1610. In 1973 it was apparent that funds 
were required for major repairs and within a year £10,000 had been raised. 
The historic use of the church can be inferred in the continuous build and development that was necessary to 
meet the needs of worship and the community. 
And so the story continues as can be read in 1.4 and 1.5 below. Our active and committed worshipping 
fellowship  constantly seek to meet the changing needs, demands and expectations of the church and wider 
community. This is particularly the case in the C21st as the PCC seeks to make greater use of the whole of the 
church estate for the benefit of the wider community. 
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1.4 The church building in general           
Provide a description of the church. 
The Church is rectangular in plan and consists of the Nave and North and South Aisles with the Tower to the 
west, a Chancel with the Levens Chapel and Clergy Vestry to the north east and the Dallam Chapel to the south 
east. There are two entrances – a Porch to the south west and a second entrance into the Dallam Chapel. The 
Nave occupies the space of an earlier Chapel dating from around 1100 to which a square Tower and the South 
Aisle were added later in the 12th century, the south arcade being the oldest surviving part of the fabric. The 
South Aisle was widened and the Dallam Chapel added in the 14thC and the Chancel, the Levens Chapel and 
the Vestry were added in the C15th. Finally the Dallam Chapel was extended to the east in the C16th and the 
footprint of the plan seen today was completed. It is all in the Gothic style - the walls generally are rubble 
limestone but with some ashlar sandstone and with sandstone window dressings. There are some slated roofs 
and some leaded, including the Nave, South Aisle, Dallam and Levens Chapels. There are a number of fine 
windows including the C15th five bay window in the Chancel and a similar C16th window in the Dallam Chapel, 
all re-glazed in the 19th century. 
 
 
1.5 The church building in detail 
Assess the significance of either each historical phase of the building or of each area within it. For example, 
north aisle, south chancel elevation, Norman tower 
The building then remained largely unchanged until recently when the interior was re-ordered. An enclosed 
Crèche was formed in the north west corner and a little later the forward altar and the removable communion 
rails were installed, the font was moved to the east end of the South Aisle and alterations made to the Dallam 
Chapel to provide a kitchenette and coffee area, all constructed from the original pews. The Choir pews were 
altered to provide more space in the Chancel and those removed were relocated into the ground floor of the 
Tower. 
 
 
1.6 Contents of the Church 
Provide a description of its contents and their significance. It is reasonable to group these if there is a 
contemporary scheme which is significant as such, for example one could say a complete scheme of 18

th
-

century furnishings, of high significance.  
There are the following fixtures and fittings, in good condition unless noted  
Main Altar – An oak table dating from 2002 with interlaced supports designed by Jeremy Hall of Staveley 
matching the removable communion rail  
Other altars - The east altar is a simple oak table with turned legs  
The altar in the Levens Chapel is an oak table dating from 1981 with turned legs matching the C17th screen  
The Reredos – An elaborate carved and panelled marble reredos donated in 1880 with a central bay and side 
panels extending the full width of the Sanctuary  
Communion rails -The rail at the Chancel arch is to an arched design by Jeremy Hall installed in 2002, matching 
the Chancel arch altar. It is removable and can be stored next to the organ. The rail at the Sanctuary is an oak 
rail supported on oak posts with pierced panels  
The communion rail in the Levens Chapel is an oak rail with turned balusters and an integral kneeler dating 
from 1981, all matching the Levens altar and the C17th screen.  
Sanctuary furniture - Two oak seats  
Pulpit - The pulpit is a carved oak enclosure on a sandstone base and steps. It has a wide shelf to 
accommodate a laptop computer for use with the audiovisual system.  
Lectern – The main lectern is a conventional oak eagle.  
Choir pews – Oak pews with carved poppyhead ends. The rear pews were removed to the Tower in 2002 and 
the front pews moved back to provide additional space in the Chancel. The front panels are removable.  
Nave pews – Oak pews dating from the restoration of 1868 on raised timber platforms.  
Font – A sandstone font with detached circular columns and circular base. It has a lead lined bowl and tall 
crocheted oak lid in the form of a spire supported from the roof with counterbalanced chains. It was moved to 
its current position at the east end of the S Aisle in 2002.  
Other furniture – There is an historically important C15th oak Parish Chest with iron bands and four locks 
located in the Levens Chapel.  
Miscellaneous modern display tables and book shelves 
 



1.7 Significance for mission  
What are the strengths of the building as it is for worship and mission? What potential for adapted and new 
uses does the church and its setting already have with little or no change? 
The strengths of the building for worship and mission are linked to it’s position as described earlier. The church 
itself is a clear witness for the Christian faith as is the churchyard through which local people and visitors 
frequently walk. In addition, working in the churchyard provides exposure of church members to the 
community; a low level, though nevertheless important, statement of witness that Christians are people living 
and working in the community of Heversham. 
 
It is clear that many families and friends of those buried or whose ashes are interred in the churchyard are 
regular visitors. The PCC considers it to be incumbent on them to ensure that the needs of these people are 
met. It is part of our witness to faith that we care about these things, these people and the churchyard as well 
as we do the church building and worshippers. 
 
Internally it is difficult to escape the history and presence of God and of the generations of people who have 
worshipped here. The interior is impressive and can instil a sense of awe. Unfortunately it lacks the facilities 
necessary in the C21st; access is difficult for those of limited mobility and toilet facilities are poor. Concerts 
and other events are occasionally held in the church and the potential for such community use is considerable. 
We often have inquiries for church bookings for such activities but they are not pursued once the access and 
toilet have been inspected. 
 
Section 2: The significance of the area affected by the proposal.   
2.1 Identify the parts of the church and/or churchyard which will be directly or indirectly affected by your 
proposal. 
The ashes area is clearly visible from the lychgate, main gate. Anybody using the Dallam Chapel door or the 
public footpath through the churchyard will pass close beside it. The area lies to the south of the church and 
the bench there is well used since it catches the sun. 
 
2.2 Set out the significance of these particular parts. 
It is a very visible area and it sets the scene for the church and churchyard and what lies beyond this 
immediate area. 
 
Section 3: Assessment of the impact of the proposals 
3.1 Describe and assess the impact of your proposal on these parts, and on the whole. 
The impact will be through delineating the area for interment; making it clear how the area of ground is used 
and providing additional seating for those who wish to sit and reflect or to simply enjoy their surroundings. 
The memorial plaque together with the numbers and letters on the kerb stones will enable the identification 
of ashes interred. 
 
The proposals mean that the area of interment can be more readily identified through the use of distinctive, 
though subtle, kerb stones. The impact of these can only be positive, turning a random area of grass into a 
lawn that has an important and recognised purpose. The associated paving, seat and memorial will enhance 
the area; they will provide a more attractive and useful focus for families than hitherto, add to understanding 
what the churchyard is for and have a positive impact on the church, the churchyard and the view from the 
main gate.  
 
3.2 Explain how you intend, where possible, to mitigate the impact of the proposed works on the 
significance of the parts affected and the whole. 
There is no need to mitigate any impact on the parts affected or the whole since no harm will be done to 
either. This project will only enhance all aspects of the area, for example in the way in which the new stone 
kerbs will complement the church wall. 
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