
St Peter’s Church, Heversham  
 
Proposal to reconfigure the area of the churchyard where ashes are interred. 
 
Statement of Needs – Major projects 
 
Guidance on completing this form can be found on the Church Care website at 
http://www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/statements-of-significance-need 
 
This document must be accompanied by the Standard Information Form 1A 
 
1. General information 
This should provide an overview of the parish and the current use of the building. 
St Peter’s is a lively church with a congregation that is committed to faith in Christ and to the church’s place in 
the community.  
 
There are 100 people on the electoral role and attendance at morning service is between 45 and 55 people 
each week. The population of Heversham at the time of the 2011 census was 699 and the 2017 estimate was 
717. The current trend suggests that the proportion of residents who are elderly will continue to increase. The 
church is an active and busy one and the building is used almost every day.  
 
It is part of a three parish grouping in a combined benefice with St. Thomas’ Milnthorpe and the benefice of St 
John the Evangelist, Levens. Together the three churches are part of the Kent Estuary Mission Community.  
 
On the first and third Sundays in the month the morning service is Parish Communion, on the second and 
fourth Sundays there is a service of Holy Communion at 8.00am and Morning Praise at 9.30am. The 8.00am 
Sunday service alternates between Heversham and Milnthorpe and is attended by between 5 and 10 people. 
The 9.30am service is attended by more than 40 people representing 90 regular worshippers. On the fifth 
Sunday there is a joint service with Milnthorpe and Levens parishes. A 6.30pm service of teaching and 
fellowship for the Heversham, Milnthorpe and Levens congregations takes place once a month. 
 
The Parish uses “Open the Book” with Milnthorpe Primary School and holds the annual Dallam School Awards 
Evening and Carol Service. Funeral Services can involve 150 people. 200 people can be seated in the church by 
supplementing pews with additional chairs. The church acoustics are good and some concerts are held. The 
church is open during the day with signs inviting in walkers and other visitors for biscuits and drinks. 
Refreshments are served in the Dallam Chapel and for larger services and concerts people are waited upon to 
avoid bottlenecks and accidents. 
 
 
2.  What do you need? 
Briefly explain your needs (not your proposals). Append any brief for your architect. 
Our church is embedded in the local community from whom it receives much support. It is not only the centre 
for regular worship but attracts large gatherings for significant services such as Remembrance Day and 
Christmas as well as for weddings and funerals. It is an important focus for witness and outreach bringing the 
Diocesan theme of ‘God for All’ to a wide audience. A well maintained churchyard that meets the needs of the 
community is an important part of that witness. During the Covid pandemic wedding celebrations have 
successfully spilled over from the church to the churchyard 
 
Burials have taken place in the churchyard for many hundreds of years and there are grave memorials that 
date back to the C17th. Many of these are visited by descendents, family and members of the public. 
 
The area where ashes have been interred for the past 44 years is a simple green lawn immediately adjacent to 
the south wall of the church. There is a stone engraved ‘in memoriam’. There is no indication of which ashes 
have been interred or where. There is a memorial book in a glass cabinet in church that displays the names of 
those interred week by week through the year. It is not possible for visitors to search the memorial book. 

http://www.churchcare.co.uk/churches/guidance-advice/statements-of-significance-need


The PCC has received an increasing number of requests from the families of those interred to create a more 
fitting area for contemplation that recognises that the ashes of individuals lie there. Many people spend time 
at the ashes area even though it is not sufficiently welcoming. 
 
This proposal will meet the needs of the families whose loved ones ashes are interred there. 
 
 
3.  The proposals 
Set out what you are proposing to do in order to meet the needs set out in section 2 
 
Please see architect’s Design Statement 
 
 
4. Why do you need it and why do you need it now? 
Justify your proposals by explaining why you can’t meet your needs without making changes. Also include 
anything which may have prompted the proposals. 
That the present arrangement has long been found to unsatisfactory is a clear indication that change of some 
sort is needed. The needs identified above cannot be met by simply maintaining the status quo; it would have 
been much easier to do so. 
We need to do the work now in part because we have an ageing congregation. Many of them have the ashes 
of spouses or relatives in the area and have been saddened at its somewhat perfunctory nature; they would 
value an area for ashes interment that has a higher profile and more accurately demonstrates the importance 
of this area of the churchyard. Soon these older church members will no longer be with us, the PCC considers 
that it is important that they see improvements before it is too late for them. 
 
 
5. What is the evidence for the need? 
Please explain who has been consulted. 
Parishioners have made informal representations to the PCC for a number of years and the Fabric Committee 
has worked with the architect to design a suitable scheme. During this time the PCC monitored progress and 
made observations of preference and church members had many informal conversations with churchwardens 
and others. 
As the proposals moved towards completion a formal consultation took place. This included writing to 
everybody on the church mailing list – worshippers, those on the electoral roll and others – and to the Parish 
Council. 
Everybody was sent a set of drawings for the proposal and asked to comment accordingly. A full size set of 
drawings was also displayed in church. 
 
Results 
The Parish Council responded with thanks that their views on the proposal had been sought but they had no 
comment to make. 
There were thirteen responses from individuals. Many of these were quite detailed and some of them led to 
changes to the proposals. 
The following statements were made by individuals as part of their response to the consultation. 
 

The comments below have been taken, verbatim, from responses to the PCC’s consultation with the 
church membership about the ashes area. So far there have not been any negative comments and 
responses have simply sought further information or have commented on a preference over some 
area of detail. 
 

I have studied the plans for the ashes area proposal. First of all may I say how pleased I am that this is 

taking place. 

 

I will look at the drawings more closely and give them further thought but on first sight everything 

proposed seems fine to me and more or less as had been discussed and I would welcome the suggested 

plans. 

 



We just want to confirm our full support for the principle of there being a memorial with names of 

those whose ashes are interred.  We think that the absence of such a memorial is a serious failing which 

should most definitely be rectified. We know that there being nothing has been a cause of distress to 

some whose spouse has been interred.  

 

It seems to us that the proposals are appropriate and represent a very satisfactory way forward.  

 

Thank you for your work in pursuing this important and long overdue initiative.  

 

However, these are just some random first thoughts and I need to think more about this and I am 

generally in favour of and like the present proposals. 

 
 
6. How is the proposal contributing to the need for environmental sustainability?  
How is it reducing the carbon footprint, contributing to the Church’s commitment to reduce to 20% by 2050? 
The proposal will not reduce the carbon footprint of the church. Nor, once the work is done, will it increase the 
carbon footprint. It will only be temporarily raised through the resource and energy used in producing and 
installing the necessary materials. 
 
 
7. What other options to meet the need were considered, taking Point 6 and the impact identified in the 
Statement of Significance into account? 
Other options considered include 
To mount a memorial plaque with the names of those whose ashes are interred on the wall of the church. This 
was disregarded due to the impact it would have on the church and the churchyard. 
 
To place an inscribed memorial stone on the ground at each place of ashes interment. Fabric Committee 
members visited a number of churches including, for example, Burton in Kendal, Hayfield and Romaldskirk, 
where this has been done. The idea was disregarded, not least because the evidence from each of these cases 
is that it creates an area of the churchyard that requires a high level of maintenance and additional care and 
that families appear to have a tendency to treat each memorial stone as a mini grave to be decorated with 
flowers, plants and memorial items. 

 


