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This Design Statement refers to the proposal to alter the ashes area at the front of St 
Peter’s Church, Heversham and is written in support of the application for a Faculty to 
carry the work.  The statement should be read in conjunction with the Statement of 
Significance and the Statement of Need and the design drawings that accompany the 
Faculty application. 
 
The idea behind the proposals is the PCC’s wish to identify the individual plots within 
the overall space so that visitors will know exactly where their loved ones are interred 
(see also the Statement of Need).  The extent of the ashes area is not altered and it will 
remain with a simple, tended grass finish without individual plaques.  The existing 
communal memorial stone is retained but moved and a new memorial stone inscribed 
with names and dates will be provided. 
 

 
The ashes area has been used for interments for 44 years and it currently contains the ashes of 
84 people.  Since its consecration, all the ashes have been placed in marked out plots indicated 
on an accurate paper plan that has been kept carefully filed in the Church and has been 
meticulously updated over the years at each interment.  The plan divides the space into a 
square grid and the names and dates of each interment are recorded for each plot. 
 

 
 

A view of the Ashes Area from the south west   



   

 
 
The design challenge was to find a way to project this plan onto the ground and to record the 
names and dates in their correct relative position on a new memorial stone in a way that can be 
updated as and when necessary.  It should be possible to go to the new memorial stone, find 
the name of any individual and, by reference to the grid, to know exactly where the interment 
has been made. 
 
The PCC did not wish to alter the overall appearance of the ashes area but to retain it as a 
grassy space and accordingly no marks or disturbance of any kind is made to the grass.  
Instead, the grid is defined by new sandstone perimeter kerbs on two sides of the space.  These 
will be identified with a letter on one axis and a number on the other axis.  The letters and 
numbers will be discreetly carved into the top of each stone.  The stones themselves will be in 
alternate colours of pink and buff sandstone (as used elsewhere in the Church) but the colour 
contrast will be subtle.  The new kerbs will replace the existing standard modern precast 
concrete roll top kerbs and no historic fabric is affected by the work.  It will be necessary to 
move slightly the existing floodlight base at the corner. 
 

 
 

A view of the Ashes Area from the south east  
 
Given the number of interments and the size of the space, the text size for the names and dates 
on the new memorial stone has to be quite small if the stone itself is to be of a manageable size.  
Even the smallest possible hand carved lettering would be too big, so the alternative of machine 
cut lettering will be used (as at the Millennium View Marker on Heversham Head).  The stone 
will be easily removable from its supporting frame so that it can be taken to the workshop of the 
stone mason for each new interment to be recorded.  There are 57 blank plots indicated on the 
proposed stone. 
 
  



   

 
 
The new stone is held in a metal lectern frame – a simple mild steel construction painted black.  
The design of the frame uses a plain square section framework to reflect the simple design of 
the railings on the front boundary wall.  The new stone will be positioned to the west of the area 
and a short sandstone paved path will lead up to it from the existing Churchyard path.  On the 
side adjacent to the Church building the area will be paved with buff sandstone and two 
comfortable timber seats will be located here, a very popular spot to sit. The existing memorial 
stone will be relocated to this side of the space, between the seats. 
 

 
 

The existing memorial stone 
 
We believe that the changes will not affect the setting of the Church - there is no work to the 
church building itself or to the surrounding paths or the boundary walls or the adjacent 
monuments.  Indeed, it is unlikely to be noticed as an alteration at all and will only really be 
apparent to people looking carefully at the kerb stones and by reference to the new memorial 
stone. 


